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Donna Hi everyone, I’m Donna, your host for this Project Imagine video podcast.  
Joining me for today’s show is Jess, a program expert, and trainer. 

Jess Hey everyone and thanks for inviting me to your podcast. 

Donna Glad to have you…And Tucker, a high school history teacher and program 
user. 

Tucker Hi everyone… 

Donna So today we’re going to take a look at Project Imagine… 
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Tucker And isn’t that a great name for this program… 

Jess Yes!!!...especially because it gives students an opportunity to imagine that 
they are part of history. 

Donna That’s so inspirational…like John Lennon’s song! 

Tucker Exactly! (All laugh) 

Donna So let’s get to it.  How would you best describe Project Imagine, Jess? 

Jess Hmm…I think I’d say it’s an immersive digital program that allows students 
to experience the past……through compelling primary sources and 
experiences…. so….they can better understand the present. 

Tucker Yes…and also so they can participate in shaping a better future for all of 
us!  

Donna Great description. Jess, would you mind highlighting some of your favorite 
features so everyone can get a better feel for the program? 

Jess Sure…umm, I think the best way to outline these features is to show you 
some examples, if that’s OK? 

Donna Of course, please do! 

Jess (Jess speaking to Tucker)  Tucker, as I highlight some examples, feel free 
to jump in with any practical advice or tips you might have. 

Tucker I’d be happy to. 

Jess Ok great.  So I want to start by pointing out the modular design of the 
program.  This design allows teachers to pick and choose the modules that 
best support the needs of their students.  
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Tucker Yes….and it can be used with any program…..to bring the pages of history 
to life!!! 

That flexibility is key for me because I can pick the modules…or even just 
pieces of a module that I want to use in a particular lesson.   

Jess Exactly Tucker.  And the best part about these modules is that they engage 
students through immersive experiences. 

Donna Jess, can you explain what you mean by “immersive experiences”? 

Jess Sure…so, immersive experiences are flexible, digital activities designed for 
students to experience history by enveloping them in rich and compelling 
primary source activities. 

Tucker Donna, my students tell me it’s almost as if they were there…experiencing 
historic events themselves! 

I think it actually helps them develop empathy for different people and 
perspectives. It really broadens their horizons. 

Donna That’s so powerful. 

Perhaps Jess can you share some examples? 

Jess Absolutely.  So, each module contains three main sections...the Launch It, 
Explore It and the Apply It section.  

There’s also a Project section that can be used for added depth that 
contains project-based inquiry activities. 

Tucker I sometimes use these for extra-credit and enrichment. 

Donna Great idea Tucker.....so….Jess, what’s in the Launch It section? 

Jess So, the Launch It! section has a “Set the Scene” feature that includes a video 
and guiding questions to help set the context for learning.   
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Tucker Jess, I find these videos really help engage my students.   

I use them, along with the guiding questions, to encourage class discussions. 

Donna I bet that helps focus students’ attention on key ideas. 

Tucker It does! 

Donna Sounds like it’s a great teaching tool too! 

Tucker It really is. 

Jess Oh, I almost forgot, some modules contain a timeline in this section too. 

Tucker Yes, with key dates and images which helps my students better understand the 
chronology of events.   

Donna Love it! Thanks for pointing these out. 

Jess Well, if you liked that, wait till you see the Explore It! section. 

Tucker Hands-down, this is my favorite part of the program! 

Jess I couldn’t agree more. This section includes a variety of those immersive 
activities we discussed earlier. Let me show you a couple. 

Donna and 
Tucker 

Yes, please do! 

Jess OK, in this example, students’ experience historical events from different 
perspectives through role playing. 
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Tucker I love this feature.  Students can choose a particular character and experience 
events from the character’s perspective.   

Donna That’s awesome….and the music…I just love how it helps set the ambience of 
the era. Such a great feature! 

Jess Right!! There’re all kinds of engaging elements like that throughout. Like 3-D 
pictures with hot spots so students can explore different locations and 
scenarios.   

Tucker Yes, and these also contain primary sources with images to help students 
visualize what it might have actually been like during that time. 

Jess Yep, like a war poster, or an advertisement, newspaper headlines, letters, or a 
recruitment video. 

Donna Wow, great variety!  I had no idea! 

Tucker For fun and an extra challenge, I sometimes use the various characters from 
the Role Play section to do skits. 

Students pretend to be a character from the module as I ask them questions 
about the period, they love it! 

Jess That sounds like so much fun Tucker. Great idea! 

Donna Yess….um…  OK, Jess, are there any other examples you want to share 
before we have to wrap things up? 

Jess Yes, there are so many. Let me see if I can quickly share a couple more 
activities. I think I’ll show the Interactive maps. 

Tucker Oh yes, please do. These give my students a first-hand account of historical 
events with geographical references.  

Jess Exactly. The map includes hotspots that provide additional information through 
excerpts, letters, videos…um…um 
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Tucker …pictures, and interviews too. There’s are so many, it’s really hard to recall them 
all. 

Jess So true Tucker.  I also wanted to point out the Decision Tree activities that 
present students with a series of choices to make. 

Tucker ….ahha…and also encourages them to use evidence to make those choices, 
similar to the Opinion Polls. 

Donna What are Opinion Polls? 

Jess Oh yes, they’re great. Students analyze a collection of primary sources, like 
cartoons, videos and letters to form an opinion on an important historical 
choice…. like whether FDR should run for a third term. 

Tucker Plus, there’s reflection questions that can be used to assess understanding. 

Donna I was just about to ask about assessments…but that answers that question!!! 

Jess Donna, there’s actually more. The Apply It! section ends each module with a 
Civic Discussion prompt and Document-Based Writing assignment too. 

Donna That’s helpful. Well, we’re almost out of time. 

Jess Oh, before we go, can I share just one more activity? I’ll be quick. 

Donna Sure, go ahead. 

Jess OK, the 360 Explorations allow students to virtually explore historic sites, like a 
Japanese American incarceration camp! 

Tucker So amazing! My students get to experience history through interviews, letters, 
historical footage…  
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Donna and 
Jess  

Donna: That’s super cool! 
Jess: Uuh-uh!!! 

Jess Right! And, before I forget… there’re lesson plans and answer keys for each 
portion of the module…. but again, you can use the activities anyway you 
like…be creative.... the lessons are just suggestions. 

Donna That’s awesome!!  Where can we find them, Jess? 

Jess From the Table of contents screen, select the desired module, then simply click 
the Teacher Resources drop-down menu, and it’s the first option.   

Donna Perfect! Well, I hate to do this, but it looks like our time is up. 

Thanks so much JESS and TUCKER for sharing your extensive knowledge 
and tips with our listeners. I’m sure they’ll find this information very useful.   

Jess It was a pleasure. 

Tucker You’re welcome. 

Donna And to our audience, Thanks for joining our Project Imagine podcast and for 
helping to enrich the lives of our children.  

Until next time, Donna C signing off. 
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